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Welcome Mass Schedule
T. Luke is a warm and

embracing parish fam- " VIGIL MASS
ily. We gladly extend Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
our love and warmth to all

. Sunday Masses
those who desire to wor- 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

ship and follow our Lord,
Jesus Christ. Come join us to celebrate the

Weekday Masses

Holy Eucharist which is the source and sum- Monday: 10:00 a.m. Tuesday: 8:00 a.m.
mit of our Christian life. Our theme for Wednesday: 8:00 am. Thursday: 10:00 a.m.
2015 is “Grant to us oh Lord a heart Friday 8:00 a.m.

renewed. Recreate in us your own Spir- Adoration

it Lord” Together we will praise God, love Every Ist Friday of the Month ~ 6:00 p.m.. - 7:00 p.m.

one another and serve each other.

Parish Devations Sacrament of Reconciliation
3rd Sunday - 1:00 p.m. Cameroon Mass Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm Sunday: 7:30am-8:15am
Last Sunday— 1:00pm Congolese Mass Sunday: 10:00am— 10:45am Or by appointment
Monday - —-10:30 a.m. Miraculous Medal Novena

Senior Bible Study Grou .

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m. Novena to St. Josth P . . S.acrament of Baptism . .
Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. Bible Study Baptismal registration takes place at the Parish Office prior
Friday - ——--8:00 a.m. Prayer for Vocations to baptism preparation class. Parents and God-parents
1st Friday - —6:00 p.m. Holy Hour preparation is held on the First Sunday of each month after
Fridays of Lent—7:00pm Stations of the Cross the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Baptisms will take place on the Third

Saturday —-- 3:00 pm Rosary Sunday of each month.




2nd Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 6, 2015
Weekday Time Feast of the Day Mass Intention Requested By
Saturday 5th 4:00pm Second Sunday of Advent (VIGIL) Cameroonian Community Beatrice Kouemaue
Sunday 6th 8:30am Second Sunday of Advent God’s Protection on our youth/young adults | Parish Family
11:00am Second Sunday of Advent God’s Protection on our youth/young adults | Parish Family
Monday 7th 10:00am Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Ronald Faxio, Sr.++ Mrs. McDougald
Church (OBL)
Tuesday 8th 10:00am Immaculate Conception of the Blessed | Sick Soloists & Daughters of Isabella Parish Family
Virgin Mary (SOL)
Wednesday 9th | 8:00am Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin (OPT) Yves Ebendeng Zo’o++ Ebende Family
Thursday 10th | 10:00am Advent Weekday Mass Jerry H. Jones Sr. ++ Hilda McDougald
Friday 11th | 8:00am Damasus I, Pope (OPT) Monica Okwara++ Fr. Cornelius
. ’
Reflection For The PASTOR’S CORNER
Second Sunday of Advent

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths.” Today’s Gospel reading ref-
erences an ancient text from the Old Testa-
ment Book of Isaiah. There, a prophecy was
made that John the Baptist would fulfill many
years later; John is the “voice of one crying out
in the desert” And the message that John’s
voice proclaimed, in preparation for the coming
of the Messiah, was a message of repentance.

“The passage from Isaiah gives us some
clues into what this repentance 1s supposed to
do. It is meant to change us into people who
can properly welcome the Lord when he comes.
Using the poetic image of a path, the text de-
if:riges the kind of path that 1s suitable for the

ord.

He shouldn’t have to navigate valleys, scale
mountains, wind around twists and turns on
the road, or traverse rough, difficult terrain.
Instead, he should be able to move easily on
smooth ground. Residents preparing to wel-
come an honored guest ought to do what they
can to make the journey pleasant. The analogy
relates to our souls.

“As we prepare to welcome the Lord this
Advent season, we should make the “path” of
our souls level, straight, and smooth. We
should “fill” the valleys of laziness or despair
with diligence and joy. The mountains of pride
and greed should be made low with humility
and generosity. The windinfg roads of dishon-
es‘qf1 and manipulation “shall be made straight”
with commitment to the truth.

And the rough ways of our selfishness and
stubbornness s}glould e made smooth through
charity and docility to the Holy Spirit. When
we live our faith with sincerity and devotion,
our souls are transformed. This Advent, may
our souls become a pleasant path for Christ.

When I think of the season of Advent, the four-week part of the
church calendar that immediately precedes Christmas, the word that
comes to mind is “expectation.” Indeed, Advent is a season in which we
wait hopefully for that which is promised but is not yet fully formed. It
is during this time of year that those of us who are Christians receive
the startling news that Christ is being formed in us; that Christ is being
born. The question is this: What will we do with such strange, wonder-
ful news? Will we receive it as if for the first time? Or will we become
numb to the message?

If we receive it with child-like faith, as Mary the mother of Christ
did, we will find that our only response is to glorify the Lord and hum-
ble ourselves before God. Shortly after the angel informed Mary that
she was to give birth to the Son of the Most High through the Holy
Spirit, Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in
God my savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his serv-
ant” (Luke 1:46b-48). Part of the expectation of Advent comes from the
fact that we are not worthy to receive this long-awaited guest—we are
not worthy to have Christ in us—and yet He comes for that very rea-
son. “He has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.”

It is in light of our humble circumstances, and God’s far-reaching
greatness, that our expectation of Christ in our midst—Christ in us—is
heightened. This is not some expensive toy being delivered to our run-
down flat; this is the equivalent of every world leader in history coming
to live with us in our run-down flat. But of course, it’s much more than
that. The preparations for such a visit are enormous: the curtains must
be changed and the floors cleaned and the best food purchased. But we
are poor and have no money to make the necessary preparations.
There is not enough money in the entire world to make the necessary
preparations. But it is in our spiritual and physical poverty that God
meets us this Advent, just as He met a poor teenager named Mary from
a backwater in the Roman Empire. Mary had nothing to give; yet in
her humility and openness, she had everything to give.

Let us this Advent season throw off everything that encumbers. Let
us, like Mary, respond to this strange news that God is sending the
Messiah, with awe and humility. We are not worthy to receive Him,
but through the mysterious workings of God, a plan that all the theolo-
gy textbooks could never explain, we have been chosen to host the King
of Kings.

Culled from http://youngadults.lifeway.com/2010/12/advent-expectation/
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Readings for the Week of December 6, 2015
Sunday: Baruch 5:1-9/Psalms 126:1-6/Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11/Luke 3:1-6
Monday: Isaiah 35:1-10/ Psalms 85:9-14/Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20/Psalms 98:1-4/Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12/Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday: Isaiah 40:25-31/Psalms 103:1-4, 8, 10/Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday: Isaiah 41:13-20/Psalms 145:1, 9-13/Matthew 11:11-15
Friday: Isaiah 48:17-19/Psalms 1:1-4, 6/Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Judith 13:18-19/
Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47
Next Sunday: Zephaniah 3:14-18a/Isaiah 12:2-6/Philippians 4:4-7/Luke 3:10-18

LECTORS SCHEDULE E.M.H.C. SCHEDULE
12/12- 4:00pm Mass

12/12- 4:00pm Mass
A. Colvon & M. Holland

R. Watson & Q. Watson

12/13- 8:30am Mass
D. Savoy & C. Tolson

12/13- 8:30am Mass
C. Holland & L. Washington

12/13- 11:00 am Mass
T. Sweeney & V. Tinsley

12/13- 11:00 am Mass
E. Young & J. Thomas

HAPPY BIRTHDAY/
ANNIVERSARY

We would like to wish Elaine Williams, Brenda
Anyaibe, Geneva Baker and Earnest Cox a won-
derful and happy birthday.

We would like to also wish Lamont P. & Joycie
W. Diggs a wonderful and happy anniversary.

May the joy of the Lord
be your strength!!!

Church Support

Sunday Collection:

Thank you for supporting our parish.
May God reward you abundantly

$3,520.46
ATTENDANCE:

308

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

YOU KNOW, TT
TOOK A LOT OF
GUTS FOR A GUY
TO SAY HE HEARD
FROM 60D AND
START PREACHING N
THE KIND OF
MESSAGES JOHN

HE ATE LOCUSTS
AND WILD
HONEY IN AN
AGE BEFORE
BREATH MINTS --
—~ DO YOU THINK
HE CARED WHAT
ANYONE
THOUGHT?

3 oen. !
®2%3 LF, wwlh




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
Dear Parishioners, our Tree of Life has not fully bloomed. We are continuing the sale of leaves
for our Tree located in the northwest corner of the church (East Capitol St. side) There are 38
leaves still available for memorializing decease family members or posting your current family
names or beliefs. Each leaf is $250 and can be paid in monthly installments. All proceeds will be used for the im-
provement of our beautiful church. Please contact Kathy Harris Ndouga if you would like more details at (202) 575-
8732.

SHOE BOX DRIVE: TOILETRIES FOR THE HOMELESS: Thank you for your donations of tooth paste,
tooth brushes, soap, washcloths, lotion and mouth wash to be donated to local shelters. Please leave items in designat-
ed boxes in the rear of the church.

TOYS FOR TOTS RECEPTION: Will be held on December 13, 2015 from 4pm to 7pm in the Center. Please
bring new, unwrapped toys for children. The toys will be given out to families less fortunate and in need of assistance
at Christmastime.

NEW LECTORS & EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION PRACTICE: will be held
on Saturday December 13th , 2015. in the Church. Time is 11am.

ALTAR SERVERS PRACTICE: Will be held on December 19, 2015 in the church at 10:00 a.m. All new and
old altar servers are expected to attend.

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA DANCE will be held in the Center
on Thursday, December 31, 2015 from 9:00 p.m. until 1:00 a.m. on January 1, 2016. Tickets are $30.00 each and will
be sold in the back of the church after each Mass.

IT°’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!: It is the month of our Dear Savior’s Birth. A time
for caring and sharing; A time for giving thanks and praise for all our blessings. One way in witch St. Luke Catholic
Church share the Christmas cheer every year is by giving new blankets to the homeless shelters in our community.
Help St. Luke Church by donating new blankets this year for our cause to help others to stay warm this cold winter.
The deadline for the Blanket Drive is December 13, 2015. You can leave the new blankets in the back of church after
each Mass that weekend.

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON DC
National Shrine's Christmas Dinner: for those in need, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception will sponsor dinner for those who are alone or in need on Christmas Day, December 25. Volunteers are
needed to assist in preparing, serving, and delivering meals as well as assisting with other logistics. The Basilica is
located at 400 Michigan Ave., NE, offers ample free parking, and is walking distance from the Brookland-CUA Sta-
tion on Metro’s Red Line. Those interested in volunteering can sign-up online at www.nationalshrine.com/
christmasdinner or by calling the Basilica at 202-526-8300.

Walking with Mary to Open the Year of Mercy: all are invited to join the opening celebration of the Year of
Mercy on Saturday, December 12, Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception (400 Michigan Ave., NE). The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered from 1-2pm. The
bilingual Mass will begin at 2:30pm, and Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville will be the principal celebrant and homilist.
The processions carrying the images of the Virgin of Guadalupe will begin at 12noon from Shrine of the Sacred Heart
(3211 Pine St., NW) and Holy Name Church (920 11th St., NE). For more information and details please visit
www.adw.org/guadalupe.

Assumption Catholic Church Mass and Healing Service: experience the healing touch of Jesus on Saturday,
December 12, 2015 at 4:30 PM. 3411 Martin Luther King Jt. Avenue S.E. Washington, DC 20032. A spiritual even-
ing led by Father Greg Shaffer. What are your healing needs? Are they physical, emotional or spiritual? Singles, fami-
lies, parents, youth, do you need special graces? All are welcome...Please Come!




